
POLK COUNTY HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES AGENCY BOARD MEETING January 21, 2021 

CALL TO ORDER – Mr. Aaron Green, called the meeting to order at 5:15 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Thomas Adkins (Consumer), Steve Burney (Pharmacist), Rick Covil (Consumer), 

Aaron Greene (Member of Public), Linda Greensfelder (Psychologist), Bill Hay (Veterinarian), John 

Kornmayer (Physician), Andre Overholt (Commissioner), and Penny Padgett (Member of Public)  

MEMBERS ABSENT: Linley Foster (Social Worker), Mary (Patty) Martin (Nurse, RN), David Wagoner 

(Dentist), Belynda Veser (Psychiatrist), and Timothy Wright (Sheriff) 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA- Motion to approve the agenda by Dr. Linda Greensfelder, seconded by Penny 

Padgett and the motion carried unanimously. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES- No minutes for November 2020 Minutes due to lack of quorum. 

 
DIVISION REPORTS 
Division reports hereby incorporated with the below additional highlights. 
 
Public Health/Senior Services: 

- Joshua Kennedy discussed importance of data entry to the state regarding vaccines to get an 
increase of vaccine supply. 

- Joshua Kennedy highlighted community efforts to increase vaccine rates within the community 
- Complete report hereby incorporated 

 
Veteran Services 

- Gina Cashion highlighted the successful drive-thru veterans’ breakfast at Senior Center 
- Gina Cashion briefly discussed vaccine operations through the VA hospital for those who qualify  
- Complete report hereby incorporated 

 
Social Services: 

- Kim Wilson explained the voluntary program that assists families who are working towards their 
life goals, but may not be explicitly in the DSS case plan.  

- Complete report hereby incorporated 
- Mr. Aaron Greene complemented the DSS staff for always assisting the school system.  

 
Transportation: 

- Joshua Kennedy discussed transportation only running essential operations. CARES fund is in the 
process of being dispersed.  

- Joshua Kennedy highlight the increase in COVID exposure between passengers and drivers. 
- Complete report hereby incorporated 

 
Economic Services 

- Joshua Kennedy highlight Medicaid and Medicare expansion.  
- Complete report hereby incorporated 

 
Business Services 



- Joshua Kennedy highlighted one challenge for the upcoming physical year because of such a 
quick turnaround time to prepare the budget. 

- Complete report hereby incorporated 
 
DFC Grant 

- Joshua Kennedy highlighted that the organization is continuing to monitor the program 
throughout COVID-19.  

HHSA 

- Complete report hereby incorporated 
 
COVID-19 UPDATE 

- Presentation hereby incorporated 
- Joshua Kennedy highlighted the slight decline in positive cases throughout the state, as well as, 

hospitalization rates. Testing may decrease across the state if counties are transitioning to mass 
vaccine clinics. The Polk County HHSA is cautiously optimistic that positive cases are slowly 
decreasing.  

- Polk County Division of Public Health will offer COVID-19 testing by appointment only due to 
staffing and the amount of time it takes to complete clerical and administrative items.  

- Joshua Kennedy discussed the alternative of ordering at home kits if testing is unavailable.  
- Joshua Kennedy highlighted the increase in false negatives resulting from rapid testing because 

they are not as sensitive as PCR testing kits. Decisions regarding quarantine and isolation are not 
made based on rapids, rather PCR testing.  

- He is unsure of when the organization will receive 1st dose vaccines while incoming supply is the 
main concern. Joshua Kennedy highlighted the important of documenting accurately and 
effectively to prove patients have been vaccinated through CVMS. Clinics throughout the 
upcoming month may have to be rescheduled depending on supply from the state. Joshua 
Kennedy discussed the no residency requirement for vaccine allocation, yet he is concerned 
with giving second doses to those who may have received the first dose elsewhere. Problems 
could present themselves if the agency does not provide second doses to those that received 
the original dose with us.   

o Dr. Linda Greensfelder inquired about dose scheduling for those who have received the 
first vaccine and will need to schedule the second. Joshua Kennedy indicated that 
patients are contacted 2-3 weeks after receiving initial dose.  

- Joshua Kennedy discussed the use of online survey forms while maintaining HIPAA laws.  
- Joshua Kennedy highlighted phase requirements as to who is eligible to receive the vaccine. An 

increase in phone calls and emails are occurring due to the influx from those interested in 
receiving the vaccine.  

- Complements were given to the Polk County HHSA regarding the vaccine efforts and individual 
experiences with receiving the vaccine.   

 
ADJOURNEMNT 
  
 

 

 


